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Banner of Justice
circa 1496, tempera on canvas, Perugia, 
Oratory of Saints Andrew and Bernard, 
known as the Oratory of Justice (inv. 278)
© National Gallery of Umbria, Perugia



What does this painting tell us?
In the Banner Altarpiece, commissioned by the Confraternity of 
Justice in Perugia, the city’s inhabitants are shown gathered at the 
gates, entreating the Virgin and the two great Franciscan saints—
Francis of Assisi and Bernardino of Siena—for divine protection. 
Perugino’s composition captures not only the devotional fervor of 
a community but also a moment suspended between sacred 
intercession and civic identity.

Tiziana D’Acchille, Academy of Fine Arts’ director
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But what we have to look at?
In the background, the city of Perugia and the countryside just 
outside the urban walls are portrayed. We can argue that what the 
community is asking for through divine intercession, beyond 
personal protection, is also the safeguarding of their place of living, 
their economic prosperity, and, ultimately, the land to which they 
belong.



The City



The countryside
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Immaterial Material Identity  



Designing Identities
Developing research on methodologies, actions and tools 

for regeneration processes of territories and communities.



Alain Findeli The Bremen model, The Eclipse of the Product in Design Theory. 

(2005)
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What are the reasons why our citizens feel they belong to our city?



Design as Therapy
For a new design methodology that involves ethnographic 

field research, the study of disease and conflict 

emergence, the definition of new identity needs, and the 

planning of design actions.



Design Methodology Design as Therapy

Anamnesis

Pathology

Objectives

Therapy

Actions

Monitoring

Assessing the capacity of 
community members to 
identify and define their own 
symptoms.

Data harvesting is used to define what 
we refer to as the ‘pathology’. This 
process is designed to be collective 
and multidisciplinary.

Define and verify the common 
objectives, with particular 
attention to ensuring that the 
underlying vision is broadly 
shared.

Develop a general plan 
focusing on the key aspects to 
be addressed—values, 
language, lexicon, imagery, 
and the diverse targets and 
stakeholders involved.

Program the detailed agenda of 
individual design actions, defining the 
intended results and the verifying 
variables.



Why does it matter to study 
identity design in our Academy?



Learning design 
methodologies

Practice an interdisciplinary approach to design capable to manage complex 
values, different disciplines and design variables.



Applying an 
Ethnographic Approach

Combining formal research with fieldwork for the production of 
non-formal knowledge.



Studying the new role 
for designers

Redefining the role of the designer as an actor capable of operating in complex 
scenarios.



Overlapping 
Art and Design

To develop experimental working practices in which contemporary art practice and design 
discipline intersect and overlap, blurring their boundaries.



Experimenting 
New Visual Languages

To develop the ability to produce highly experimental visual languages that can be linked to 
and enriched by the roots of a community's historical heritage.



Practicing 
Contemporary design tools

To develop the ability to employ and manage the most contemporary design tools such as 
data driven design, coding and generative graphic design;



Focusing on Type Design
We devote particular importance to the study of lettering and type design, which in our working 

method is a central aspect in the development of the identity project.



Cases
Research projects and cultural partnerships



Seed Festival
Design Actions for the future

Institutional partnership and co-curatorship.



Seed Festival Co-curatorship and communication design
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Stecca 3
Curatorship and Architectural graphic painting 

for a community space.
In collaboration with Association Temporiuso, Milan.
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‘Frame’ 
Rural Museum

How to cultivate memories: Academic research 
for an identity project developed as the final thesis 

of the Brand Design Master’s course.



‘Frame’ Rural Museum How to cultivate memories: Research project for a new identity.
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ABA Perugia PhD Program
Identity Design: Methodologies, Actions, and Tools for the 

Regeneration of Communities and Territories.



Develop and carry out 
original research

The aim of our PhD program is to carry out original research dedicated to exploring how 
identity design, when applied to visual communication, product design, and spatial 

design, can become a valuable tool for the regeneration 
of territories, commons, and communities.



Elaborate design 
Visions

Develop visions and proposals generated through design research, 
aiming to integrate formal and informal knowledge 

in order to address complex scenarios.



New Methodologies for 
New Economies

Create, develop, and apply innovative design methodologies, tools, and practices 
that can be shared with institutional and territorial partners

 to drive the growth of new economies.



Acquire New 
Competences

Gain and develop unique expertise in design management, creative direction, and 
interdisciplinary team leadership, 

with direct application to the field of identity design.



Making use 
of a historical ecosystem

Developing highly experimental and contemporary projects in direct contact with an 
urban and territorial ecosystem rooted in history, 

still present and lived today.



Developing Actual Applications

Pursuing personal research through hands-on projects with institutions and private 
partners, opening up opportunities for real applications and building bridges between 

higher education, society, and the economy.



Marco Tortoioli Ricci
ABA Perugia
Brand Design Master Course 
Coordinator
PhD Program Responsible

m.tortoioliricci@abaperugia.org

mailto:m.tortoioliricci@abaperugia.org
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